
The good news is that the wildlife at Secret Creek  Sanctuary that are supported by AEFI are all safe and 
well after the recent bushfires in the Lithgow area. No animals were lost or protected fenced areas 
burnt. However the Newnes Plateau Conservation Reserve owned and managed by AEFI has burnt quite 
extensively and there are a few small pockets of important vegetation left as shelter for any surviving 
wildlife. The AEFI volunteers Warren & Donna Blakely have been busy caring for wildlife casualties of the 
fires and hold at least 30 animals. These include a number of different types of possums, kangaroos, wal-
labies, birds and bats. Unfortunately the fire affects everything including reptiles. AEFI would like to 
thank a number of people for their support through this period, one being Royal North Shore Hospital 
Prenatal Care Unit for the donation of two humidicribs and to several fruit and vegie suppliers for the 
donation of  vegetables and fruit for the  wildlife in the area. Thankyou to our volunteers and supporters 
as well for their donations throughout the bushfire period. 

The Annual General Meeting of Australian Ecosystems Foundation was held on Saturday 7 September 
2013. The following were elected :- President – Steve Nott, Vice President – Dr Jim Shields, Secretary – 
Trevor Evans, Treasurer – Lauren Evans, and Board members Ben Britton. Chris Chapman. Joel Little, Dr 
Don Stammer, Bob Suter,  Julieanne Evans,and Alice Dickman. A warm welcome to Alice and Ben, both of 
whom bring a wealth of experience and enthusiasm to the team, and a fond thank you to departing 
Board member Therese Cock. 
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Steve is a founding member of AEFI and has had a life long 
interest in animal and land conservation.; living by the ad-
age ‘Live like  you will die tomorrow, farm like you will live 
forever’. Steve has worked for a registered nurse 
(psychiatric)  for approximately 30 years. He also worked 
for National Parks and Wildlife in Namibia for a number of 
years in the early 1980’s, and still maintains a close associa-
tion with Africa, spending much of his leisure time there in 
various conservation reserves. He has been recognised as a 
world adventurer by being made a ‘Fellow of the Royal Ge-
ographical Society of London’ which includes a 4 year 
horseback trek circumnavigating Australia. 

Meet our new President, Steve Nott 

It was with great sadness that we heard of the 
passing of a great AEFI supporter, John Holt. Our 
condolences go out to his wife Mary, and it’s with 

fondness that we remember John and Mary visiting Secret Creek Sanctuary and contributing to saving 
endangered species. John and Mary have been great supporters of many conservation based projects 
across Australia, including the southern hairy nosed wombats at Yookamurra Sanctuary in SA. The new 
brush tailed phascogale breeding facility, for which John donated funds, will be named the John Holt 
Phascogale House in his memory.  

Vale John Holt 



It was with great sadness that we recently heard of the passing of Oscar, a working detection dog, com-
panion animal, and much loved family pet of Dr Jim Shields, one of AEFI’s Board members. Oscar was a 
6 year old Labrador/Border Collie cross. 

Oscar was trained by Gary Jackson, Jim Shields and Laura Hollerbach. The team’s clients have had differ-
ent needs with regard to their work, but there are basically 3 different requirements:1 -  to determine if 
koalas are present in a (usually large) area at all e.g. locate individuals koalas in low density populations; 
2 - to determine how many koalas are present in a (usually small) area, e.g. enumerate the koalas in a 
high density population, and 3 - to determine if koalas are absent from a defined area. 

Although Oscar's primary fame arose from his ability to not only detect but survey for the Koala, he had 
many other talents, and indeed jobs.  He could detect and survey for fox, cat, and goat in the field and 
had jobs in all of these areas.  He retrieved as required, particularly useful in culling and trapping pest 
birds such as the Indian Myna. 

Over the past three years, Oscar had been tested, field trialed, and evaluated for accuracy at finding 
Koalas - he was the subject of a Master's thesis (by Laura Hollerbach, now completing a PhD on survey 
dogs in Germany) in 2011.   Using a population of radio collared koalas on the Gold Coast in Queens-
land, he was found to locate Koalas with 94% accuracy when within 200 metres.  He found 3 wild Koalas 

which didn't have radio collars during the 6 
week study (animals unknown to the local 
researchers). 

Oscar has worked for the Rural Fire Service, 
National Parks and Wildlife Service NSW, 
Logan City council in Qld., Forestry Corpo-
ration NSW and the Australian Ecosystems 
Foundation Inc. 

To see more about Oscar and his working 
life, and to hear about Dr Jim Shields, fol-
low the link below. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VCGEpJOOurw 

Vale  Oscar, Conservation Dog 

Brush-tailed Phascogales are a species that are not held by any wildlife park, zoo, or sanctuary in Aus-
tralia. No specimens are held at Universities for research and the species is becoming increasingly rare. 
AEFI and Secret Creek Sanctuary are currently preparing an application to NSW National Parks to col-
lect  a number of pairs from the wild and to start a breeding population for conservation and educa-
tion. The Australian Reptile Park has expressed interest in joining us as a partner in our submission. 
With luck we should have our phascogales and phascogale house ready for next April/May and the 
winter breeding season. Brush-tailed phascogales are in the Dasyurid family and are the smaller cous-
ins of the eastern quoll and spotted tailed quoll, both of which are already breeding at Secret Creek 
Sanctuary. Watch this space ! 

To learn more about  Brush-tailed Phascogales follow this link.   
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10613 

Brush-tailed Phascogales Program 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCGEpJOOurw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCGEpJOOurw
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10613
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10613


Saturday 7 September 2013 will be a memorable day 
for us all. Not only did it bring a change of Govern-
ment but it was also our annual Open Day. The event 
was well attended, the sausages were sizzling, and the 
weather was fantastic – warm and sunny. After the 
Annual General Meeting of AEFI, Trevor gave a thank 
you and some gift certificates to our regular volun-
teers and then conducted tours of the Sanctuary. A 
huge thank you to Family First Credit Union for sup-
porting the event. 

Open Day International Student Volunteers 

This year we hosted two groups of International Student Vol-
unteer groups, totalling 16 students. The volunteers are uni-
versity students who spend a month visiting another country, 
doing two weeks work and two weeks holiday. These groups 
contained students from USA, Canada, UK, Korea, and China. 
They stayed on site and worked around the Secret Creek 
Sanctuary. Their jobs included native tree planting the creek 
line, clearing walking paths, and helping to construct the 
John Holt Phascogale House. 

AEFI wish to promote & support the International 
Anti-Poaching Foundation’s (IAPF) Mounted Rangers 
Unit is dedicated to combating poachers on the front-
line of conservation to protect African wildlife. The 
Mounted Rangers will greatly complement the ex-
isting foot, vehicle, and drone patrols, allowing anti-
poaching rangers to reach vulnerable areas that are 
inaccessible to vehicles, with less of an environmental 
impact. 

The mounted anti-poaching unit is being established 
by three former IAPF volunteers; two Aussies and one American. They will be operating out of the IAPF’s new 
location in Hoedspruit, South Africa. The Mounted Rangers Unit will be developing and implementing a training 

module to raise other mounted anti-poaching units in Africa and 
empower local communities affected by poaching. The training will 
incorporate horsemanship, the Australian Light Horse Manual, 
horse care instruction, riding instruction, and mounted anti-
poaching patrol tactics.  

Several weeks of expert training has been provided by AEFI through 
Steve Nott and local farmers. 

They are currently trying to raise $20,000 (AUS), which will go to-
wards riding equipment for the rangers and horse care. With the 
clock ticking for the rhino and poaching levels reaching a record 
high, rhinos are expected to be extinct by 2015! Please consider 
donating to this worthy cause at:  

https://give.everydayhero.com/au/IAPFmountedrangers 

 

Africa calls ! 

https://give.everydayhero.com/au/IAPFmountedrangers
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Thank You To These Sponsors For Their Valuable Support 
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Congratulations Hayley ! 

On Sunday 8 September Secret Creek Sanctuary was proud to host the wed-
ding of one of our regular volunteers Hayley Redstar, and her partner Jamie. 
We wish Hayley and Jamie every happiness together. Hayley has given a con-
siderable amount of her time to this organisation, scrubbing, sweeping, and 
feeding, not to mention painting and other odd jobs, and supervising ISV stu-
dents. She has also trained other volunteers.  Thank you very very much Hay-
ley ! Without this sort of dedication we would struggle to get all the work 
done. 

Have you considered becoming a regular volunteer ? Just give us a call on 
6351 4515 if you’re interested. 

Another thank you 

Here’s the O’Donnell family from down the south 
coast. They are regular donors to AEFI and visited 
Secret Creek Sanctuary for the Open Day. Thank 
you Matt, Jenny, Rose, Haydon, and Dacy for your 
ongoing support. 

It’s great to see families, and especially younger 
Australians, so interested in making a difference 
and helping to save our unique wildlife and ecosys-
tems. Great effort from Rose, donating her birthday 
money to conservation. Have you considered mak-
ing a regular commitment as well ? Follow this link 
if you want to make a difference too.  

http://www.ausecosystems.org.au/

Our Executive Officer Dr Kellie Leigh has resigned from AEFI to pursue a more hands on science based career. 
Whilst Kellie was with us for only a short period she was keen to move the organisation forward and brought val-
uable expertise and contacts with her. We thank Kellie for her contribution to AEFI and will miss her and Badger 
the quoll detecting dog very much. Kellie is now involved in the current National Koala Count. 

Farewell Kellie ! 

Blackheath 
Vegie Patch 
Apollo Fruit Supplies 

Sydney Markets 

F Rogers Fruit Supplies 

Stuart Dickson 

Produce 

http://www.ausecosystems.org.au/AEFI_donate.html
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