
 

 

Australian Ecosystems Foundation Inc. (AEFI) Open Day & Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

AEFI held their AGM in conjunction with a memorable Open Day on 6 September. Guests were first 

given a Welcome to Country by Bob Sutor and then had the opportunity to experience wildlife presenta-

tions, getting up close and personal with a multitude of creatures both great and small.  

Animals on display included baby Tasmanian devils, a very large Burmese python and a 1.5 m American 

Alligator from the Australian Reptile Park plus a Spotted Tailed Quoll pup and Red Necked Pademelon 

joey from Featherdale Wildlife Park. Bob Sutor entertained all with some fabulous didgeridoo, singing 

and guitar playing throughout the day. After the free sausage sizzle lunch the afternoon included guided 

tours through the Quoll house and dingo encounters  

Our very special thanks to the Australian Reptile Park, Featherdale Wildlife Park, Secret Creek Sanctuary 

and Bob Sutor for their invaluable contributions to make the day a success. AEFI Open Days are held for 

members to bring friends and potentional new members to show off our projects and conservation efforts 

planned for the upcoming year and goals achieved during the previous year. If you’d like to attend or 

would like to be involved in hands-on wildlife conservation please attend the next open day, just sign up 

online go to ausecosystems.org.au and follow the prompts. We look forward to seeing you soon. 

AGM  

Our AGM was held on 6 September 2015. We would like to welcome new committee members, and wel-

come back returning members as we look forward to a successful year of wildlife conservation. 

President: Steve Nott; Vice President: Dr Jim Shield; Secretary: Trevor Evans; Treasurer: Lauren Evans 

Committee Members: Joel Little,  Bob Sutor, Julianne Evans, Chad Staples (Featherdale), Bob Brewster 

and Ben Britton 
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Eastern Quoll Management Group 

 

AEFI is part of The Mainland Eastern Quoll Recovery Team  (MEQRT), a 

group of long-term breeders dedicated to conserving the species on 

mainland Australia. The group exchanges Eastern Quolls between private 

sanctuaries in NSW and Victoria. New Eastern Quolls are introduced into 

the program from Tasmania each year to ensure good levels of genetic di-

versity in this captive population. 

The MEQRT recently met at Mount Rothwell (mtrothwell.com.au), for a 

general catch-up and to discuss the latest breeding season and genetics pro-

jects. Another meeting is scheduled for late November. One of the most ex-

citing projects is the imminent release of captive-bred Eastern Quolls to the 

Mulligan's Flat Woodland Sanctuary (mulligansflat.org.au) in the ACT. The 

recovery team’s goal is to increase the mainland population to around 500 

individuals. Exciting times in the effort to save and reintroduce the Eastern 

Quoll back to the mainland after not being seen for fifty years! Stay Tuned! 



  Giant walk through bird aviary 

We are in the final stages of building a walk through aviary for small, local endangered bird species. The major con-

struction work has been completed and the aviary is now being fitted out with bridges, boardwalks and habitat plants. 

We're hoping to be finished and open by Christmas and Featherdale Wildlife Park has been kind enough to offer 

breeding pairs of Finches, Honeyeaters and Wrens. From the Blue Mountains area species like Rock Warblers Origma 

solitaria, Wonga Pigeons Leucosarcia picata, Bush Stone Curlews Burhinus grallarius, Diamond Firetails Stagono-

pleura guttata, Superb Wrens Malurus cyaneus and Pardalotes Pardalotus punctatus and New England Honeyeater. 

Species like Regent Honeyeaters Anthochaera Phrygia would be important to exhibit and careful consideration will be 

given as they could be a bit too aggressive with the other species. The selection of species is so important for aviary 

harmony. A habitat and landscaping project will also commence around the outer wetland now that a new pond liner 

has been installed. Water from this pond will circulate through the aviary wetland. The aviary is 27m long x 8m wide 

and 4.5m high and it will have large enclosed protected undercover areas currently under construction in this picture. 

Funded through a generous donation the aviary will be named the John Holt Endangered Woodlands Birds Aviary.    

 Small mammal breeding house 

The proposal to breed Brush-tailed Phascogales in the new breed-

ing facility is now just a lick of paint away from completion. The 

enclosure is being planted out with great habitat trees including 

Tea tree (leptospermum), Paper bark (melaleuca) and Slender Na-

tive Cane grass, with numerous climbing opportunities and toasty 

warm nest boxes installed. It’s looking like a little slice of Phasco-

gale heaven. With any luck, we’ll soon have some new residents to 

add to the Secret Creek Dasyurud breeding program. No-one holds 

this species in captivity and we are keen to breed them and educate 

everyone about them. If our NSW Office of Environment & Heri-

tage application to collect these extremely rare little marsupials is 

unsuccessful we will use this new aviary to breed more Eastern 

Quolls for our recovery  program ... but fingers crossed.  

Brush-tailed Phascogale Info: Also known as Tuans, these tiny 

relatives of quolls and Tassie Devils have grey fur with a cream-

coloured belly. Growing to just 30cm, their black bushy tails ac-

count for nearly half their length. Like their quoll cousins they are 

nocturnal and arboreal (tree dwelling). They breed and shelter in 

tree hollows and mainly eat cockroaches, beetles, centipedes, spi-

ders, ants but also nectar and small vertebrates. Phascogales mate 

between May and July. The males die soon after the mating season 

but females can live for up to three years. Generally, they produce 

only one litter.  

The main threats to the Phascogale population are loss and frag-

mentation of habitat, loss of hollow-bearing trees, predation by 

foxes and cats, and competition for nesting hollows with the intro-

duced honeybee. 
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AEFI for the last 10 months has been hosting groups of workers on conservation based projects around the Lithgow area. Our first 

group started in February and ran for six months. It was an indigenous training innovation helping six local young indigenous men 

working three days a week on a program to remove weeds and willows from a local waterway. Training towards Cert III Conserva-

tion and Land Management in weed identification and spraying were included in the program. This was funded by NSW Catch-

ment, VERTO employment, AEFI and TAFE NSW. Great outcomes for all were achieved. 

The second half of the year has seen AEFI host the “work for the dole” program with one team of six people working on a weeds  

eradication program and also helping build the Endangered Woodlands Birds Aviary and two small mammals breeding facilities. A 

second work team will start in November and continue the projects started earlier in the year. This month will also see our work 

teams undertake joint days with the Green Army, planting our new wetland area along Secret Creek. This program has been a great 

training and education opportunity for some of our long-term unemployed helping them to gain experience and confidence in con-

servation work. It has been good to see some of our group go on to gain fulltime and part time jobs while with AEFI. We were sad 

to lose them from our crew but so happy to see them with employment. AEFI would like to also thank Scott Renshaw for his time 

as AEFI Team Leader.  Scott has left us to take up a full time position as a mechanic. Both Scott and Angel still volunteer for AEFI 

working with dingoes each Monday.                                                                                                                                 

AEFI conservation Work crews  

Volunteer profile—Warren and Donna Blackley 

Donna says “Warren and I have been volunteers at Secret Creek Sanctuary for four 

years now. We came along to the very first Open Day and liked seeing the animals. 

Trevor was asking for volunteers to help out there so we both decided to sign up. We 

have been wildlife carers for 23 years so we already had some experience handling na-

tive animals, and we thought working with endangered species would be a  great way to 

learn more about them. I have always had a love for animals and grew up around them. 

We really enjoy working with wildlife and are glad we can give something back by 

helping with their survival in the wild and help save them for the future ...it’s all worth 

it when I see my grandson enjoying and experiencing the rare wildlife here onsite.” 

 

A big thank you goes out to Warren and Donna for their long term dedication to 

caring and saving local endangered species for AEFI  

 
Would you like to help? Like all not-for-profit organisations, we rely heavily on our loyal band 

of volunteers. If you have a few minutes, hours or days to spare, we'd love you to join in and 

help keep this wonderful conservation project afloat. No qualifications or special skills are re-

quired, and you can contribute as much or as little as you are able. There are always jobs that 

need doing, and without our volunteers they just don't get done. Apart from being in a beautiful 

place, it's the warm and fuzzy glow that comes from having done something good for the endan-

gered local wildlife. If you'd like to get involved please call Trevor or Elizabeth 9.00am to 

5.00pm on Fridays on 02 6351 4515 or go to the website and following the links. 
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Livestreaming 

Quollcam! Who’s watching who?   

Are you? Infra-red cameras were installed in all the Eastern Quoll 

breeding pens at Secret Creek Sanctuary. The quollcam was launched 

back in Winter to allow us to monitor and view the breeding season. 

Now you can sit back in the comfort of your own home and watch our 

quolls, live-streamed, at work, rest and play. Quolls are mostly noctur-

nal, but the infra-red cameras allow you to peek into the nightlife of 

these adorable critters. The quolls are fed in the late afternoon, so from 

3.30-7.30pm is a great time to watch them at play. Watching the live 

stream is free for registered viewers. Most afternoons around feeding 

time we turn the cameras on and they record for about 6 hours, this is 

their most active time. To join in the fun just go to our website, 

(ausecosystems.org.au) click on the 'Quoll Live Stream' button and 

enter your details. We will then email you a password for access to the 

site and you're good to go. Too easy, and compulsive viewing.  

http://www.ausecosystems.org.au
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New website design @    www.ausecosystems.org.au  

Our multi-talented volunteer Treasurer, Lauren, has spent the last few months updating the website during her spare 

time. It is live and continues to be a work in progress. We’ve made the website easier to navigate, mobile friendly, 

added some short videos of the animals and interviews over the years and resolved some issues we had with our 

quoll live streaming. When we first launched the quoll live streaming we had more than 56,000 likes on our Face-

Book page however a couple of members raised concerns around the number of steps it took to log in. We’ve taken 

that feedback on board and made it really simple, so definitely give the quoll streaming another try, if you gave up 

during the initial launch.  

We definitely want your feedback and ideas about the website, so that we can continue to improve it.  

One of our other plans includes making available to our members the many research papers that have been prepared 

over the years by the various PhD students who have come to study our wildlife. Another bonus for members.   

Apollo Fruit Supplies 

Sydney Markets 

F Rogers Fruit Supplies 

Stuart Dickson 

Produce 

Silk that supports AEFI wildlife 

 

Memberships 

Your membership fees help us continue our work in saving en-
dangered species. It provides much needed funds to help admin-
ister the fund and the projects. It gives you inside information 
about the work and projects we do and the knowledge that you 
are helping us save our endangered native species and educate 

others about their plight.    

Single $20 

Family $40 

Silver $150—silver members receive an extra gift (T-shirt, pen or 

bamboo shopping bag tote) 

Gold $500—gold members receive the above plus the opportu-

nity to walk the pure bred dingoes at Secret Creek Sanctuary. 

Platinum $1000—platinum members are entitled to an animal 
experience for two people at Secret Creek Sanctuary which in-
cludes meeting and feeding the animals as well as the dingo 
walk, with lots of photo opportunity as well as afternoon tea at 

Secret Creek Café & Restaurant.  

Memberships can be renewed on the form found in this newslet-

ter or online at www.ausecosystems.org.au.     

We look forward to your continued support 

  

 
CLICK HERE TO RENEW 

MEMBERSHIP NOW  

Saving the Australian Quoll through art 
Sydney silk artist Marta Madison of Silksation Silk Scarves and Fine 

Art has designed a limited edition scarf for AEFI to help raise funds 

for their Quoll conservation program. “I love the Australian Eucalypts 

and wanted to support the Foundation's work saving the Quoll popula-

tion”, says Marta. “I was inspired by the many shapes and colours of 

gum leaves during a walk last year, which I painted, then made into a 

silk scarf to wear with pride or to give as a gift”.  

These 100% silk scarves are digital prints of Marta’s original piece, 

are washable and come in a lovely gift box at a very reasonable price 

of $95.00 A percentage of sales will go to AEFI. To see more of 

Marta’s unique art and scarves visit www.silksation.wordpress.com  

We will have scarves on display along with greeting cards watercol-

ours of tree frogs, quolls and kangaroos for sale in the Secret Creek 

Cafe gift shop. BE QUICK TO GET IN FOR CHRISTMAS Call 

Trevor at AEFI on 6351 4515 for more details.  
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