
Greetings fellow conservationists. Welcome to our Winter 2014 
newsletter.  

AEFI is at a very exciting period of time with opportunities for joint ventures with a number of private 
and public organisations. A lot of these exciting opportunities have been made possible with the benefit 
of having Shaun Hooper as our Project Manager. Welcome Shaun! 

Shaun has a wealth of experience, including middle management with Office of Environment & Heritage, 
which should help with the protocols and information required to be successful with our joint ventures. 
Shaun’s experience will be particularly useful with a recent call for Expressions of Interest to fence areas 
of national parks in order to reintroduce endangered or threatened species. This EOI was put out by the 
former Office of Environment and Heritage Director Robyn Parker. With only a short period of time to 
comment AEFI did put in an EOI after calling on a number of contacts to be involved to reintroduce 
speies at a number of sites across NSW. The species we expressed an interest to reintroduce included 
Eastern Quoll Dasyurus viverrinus, Tasmanian Bettong Bettongia gaimardi (formerly known as the East-
ern Bettong but now extinct on mainland Australia), Smoky Mouse Pseudomys fumeus, and Long-footed 
Potoroo Potorous longipes. These species are all extinct in NSW. The areas designed to breed and pro-
tect these animals will be of a size to include other endangered species such as the Brush-tailed Rock-
wallaby Petrogale penicillata, Long-nosed Potoroo Potorous tridactylus, Southern Brown Bandicoot 
(Eastern) Isoodon obesulus obesulus, and the Brush-tailed Phascogale Phascogale tapoatafa. Following 
the EOI there will be a period of negotiation and this is when we will call on our members and friends to 
contribute and support the proposal. Follow our website for more details as this progresses. 

The Eastern Quoll breeding season is also upon us and this year more than ever we are able to keep a 
watchful eye on this. Weird but true. See the back page for more information.  

Stay warm  and  enjoy, 

Trevor   
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Australian Mainland Eastern Quoll Recovery Team 

In April Trevor and Shaun visited Mt Rothwell in Victoria for the inaugural meeting of the Australian 

Mainland Eastern Quoll Recovery Team (AMEQRT). The AMEQRT is an amalgamation of breeders of 

eastern quolls from across Australia. The formation of the AMEQRT provides a more co-ordinated effort 

for the management of breeding populations, and support between breeders around development of 

release options.  One of the outcomes of the meeting 

was finally receiving the genetic report of the captive 

eastern quoll population in Australia, which had been 

commissioned some four years ago. The report high-

lights that Secret Creek Sanctuary has the most ge-

netically diverse population in Australia. This infor-

mation goes a long way to show the diligence of how 

we go about breeding eastern quolls. The AMEQRT is 

made up of AEFI, Mt Rothwell, Featherdale, and 

Woodleigh. 



AEFI currently holds approximately 360 hectares of conservation land north of Lithgow with a further 
offer of approx. 250 hectares. We have also lodged an application to Crown Lands to secure the lease 
over a 180 hectare in-holding which will see the total reserve held by AEFI just under 800 hectares. The 
area includes some significant habitat and it will allow us to progress the development of a larger fenced 
feral proof area with a view to progress the trial release of eastern quolls. 

Consolidation of property 

Meet our new Project Manager, Shaun Hooper 

AEF is privileged to welcome Shaun Hooper to our team. Shaun 
comes to us with a wealth of experience in project management of 
natural environments and has worked extensively with Aboriginal 
communities. 

Shaun’s experience includes development of funding programs 
from Corporate, Government and innovative Aboriginal community 
based social enterprises, and strategic development and implemen-
tation.  
Shaun’s strategic thinking is backed up with practical knowledge 
and experience in Aboriginal and contemporary land management, 
including extensive experience and training in bushland conserva-
tion. This has been achieved through the application of bush regen-
eration, weed spray, use of fire practices and principles, vertebrate 
pest management, cultural burning and bushfire management.  
Shaun has experience in the development and teaching of bush re-
generation, vertebrate pest management, bushfire, GIS and conser-
vation courses at TAFE NSW. He has also worked with Aboriginal 

communities in the implementation of Caring for Country projects and has experience in the manage-
ment of community volunteers in bush regeneration projects. He has served on many committees includ-
ing Catchment Management Authorities, Bushfire Committees and Council committees related to bush 
regeneration.  
 
Shaun is currently completing a Master of Philosophy through the University of New England, entitled  
Ganalbira Ŋuraŋbaŋ (Burning Country with Intention), Aboriginal Philosophy and Knowledge about Coun-
try in South Eastern Australia. 

 

K 9’s for Conservation 

The use of dogs in conservation is becoming an important 

tool for surveying for wildlife and the Foundation is an amal-

gamation of handlers and breeders. The objective of the 

group is to set standards and operational procedures for the 

use of dogs in conservation, and also to maintain a scientific 

license that members can utilise to undertake canine based 

surveys. The group will be promoting the use of canines in 

conservation and be seeking opportunities to develop the 

use of dogs in the future. 
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Humidicribs In previous newsletters we mentioned that a dona-
tion of humidicribs would be given by Royal North 
Shore Hospital. After managing the logistical night-
mares we finally received the humidicribs at Secret 
Creek Sanctuary. Four were supplied to AEFI for the 
care of young animals and any injured animals that 
may require specialist attention. AEFI were pleased 
to provide Bowenfels Veterinary Clinic with one of 
the humidicribs as Julie Grant and her team volun-
teer their services to the AEFI animals. AEFI have 
also provided several carers with humidicribs to 
assist in their wildlife rescue and rehabilitation 
acivities. 

Pictured is Trevor taking delivery of the humidicribs 
from staff at Royal North Shore hospital.  

AEFI recently applied for a grant with the Catchment Management Authority to undertake weed removal 
on the unnamed creek bed on vacant land adjacent to Secret Creek Sanctuary. The $40,000 grant will en-
able AEFI to undertake weed mapping through the creeks to establish a baseline for further monitoring. 
We are developing an Aboriginal team of workers with Verto, a local employment agency, to undertake 
the work. This work is quite significant as that corridor of unnamed creek is important for wildlife move-
ment. It is also a major tributary of the catchment so the work will reduce the spread of weeds down-
stream. This project supports the significant work done across AEFI’s Newnes Conservation Reserve to 
combat invasive weed species.  

Grant success 

Working Bee On 25 and 26 April about twenty volunteers attended 
Secret Creek Sanctuary to help tidy up after the devas-
tating flood that occurred in March. 100 mm of rain fell 
in one hour causing all the loose material generated 
from the October State Mine Fire to run down the 
mountain side and flood the Sanctuary. With no signifi-
cant vegetation to moderate the impact of the runoff, 
the flood event caused significant damage to the infra-
structure and enclosures. Much was achieved including 
clearing the creek line of massive amounts of debris, 
planting an area of the valley floor, and repairing dam-
age to the new and only partially completed phascogale 
house.  

Thanks to all the volunteers who attended. It was amaz-
ing to see so much work done in just a couple of days. It 
is very true that many hands make light work as without 
all of you it was quite a daunting operation. Also thanks 
go to Don and Lee Stammer for their generous donation, 
which covered the cost of wheelbarrows, shovels etc. 
and lunch.  
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Shaun Hooper’s sister Siobhan Rudman, a vet nurse, and her 
partner Keith, a vet from Toncurry, will be donating their time to 
conduct quarterly health monitoring of the wildlife on the Se-
cret Creek site. They have also donated veterinary supplies. 
Sibhan and Keith will be undertaking genetic sampling and dis-
ease assessments of wildlife from our survey trapping on 
Newnes Conservation Reserve to ensure there are no diseases 
that can be transferred to eastern quolls prior to release into 
the Reserve.  

Research student 

Annalie Dorph is an honours student from the University of New England studying the vocalisations of 

both the spotted-tailed (or tiger) quoll and the eastern quoll. She is using audio recorders at both 

Secret Creek Sanctuary and Featherdale Wildlife Park in Sydney to document the noises made by 

these two species. In conjunction with these recordings she is observing and taking video recordings 

of the animals at Secret Creek Sanctuary to place the vocalisations made by the animals into context 

and determine whether males or females are more likely to produce certain sounds. The sounds docu-

mented will hopefully allow us to implement better monitoring and conservation methods for these 

species within their natural environment. 

 

An exciting development of this research is that Annalie has installed night vision video monitoring 
cameras in each of the eastern quoll enclosures  which stream live footage of the nocturnal activities 
of this very secretive and relatively unknown species. We are endeavouring to make this link available 
on our website so keep popping back to the website www.ausecosystems.org.au to check if we have 
managed to achieve this.  
 
Also if there is anyone out there with the facilities and expertise to  assist us to stream this from our website we’d love to hear from you.  

New Volunteers 

Blackheath 
Vegie Patch 

Apollo Fruit Supplies 

Sydney Markets 

F Rogers Fruit Supplies 

Stuart Dickson 

Produce 

Secret Creek Sanctuary night tours 

Ever wondered what is lurking in the dark? AEFI will soon be 

offering “Secret Creek in the dark” night tours. You will discover 

the night life of the Australian bush on this 1.5 hour spotlight 

walk through Secret Creek Sanctuary, and have the opportunity 

to meet the wildlife that is native to the Blue Mountains region. 

Billy tea, and damper with native plant jams, will be served 

around a campfire while our Aboriginal guide tells the local sto-

ries of the wildlife you will see on the walk. 

 

All memberships are due for renewal this month for the period July 

2014/June 2015.   

Single $20 

Family $40 

Silver $150—silver members receive an extra gift (T-shirt, pen or 

bamboo shopping bag tote) 

Gold $500—gold members receive the above plus the opportunity to 

walk the pure bred dingoes at Secret Creek Sanctuary. 

Platinum $1000—platinum members are entitled to an animal experi-

ence for two people at Secret Creek Sanctuary which includes 

meeting & feeding the animals as well as the dingo walk, photos of 

your experience & lunch and afternoon tea at Secret Creek Café & 

Restaurant.  

Memberships can be renewed on the form found in this newsletter or 

online at www.ausecosystems.org.au     

We look forward to your continued support. 

 

 Follow this link to  

RENEW MEMBERSHIP 

NOW  
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 

Name:  ………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………….. …………………………………………………………………. 

Town/Suburb: …………………………………………………………....................  State: …………………………………..  Postcode: ……………………………….. 

Email address : …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...……   Phone ………………………………..………….. 

I prefer to receive correspondence by:                    Email                 Post 

 

 

   New  (New members will receive an information pack)              Renewal       

  Individual $20            Family $40   Silver $150            Gold  $500          Platinum $1000 

 

I…………………………………………………………………………………………  of the above address hereby apply to become a member of the 
Australian Ecosystems Foundation Incorporated (subject to approval) and acknowledge that I am aware of, and support the 
AEFI Mission, Strategy, Philosophy and Methodology (available on our website www.ausecosystems.org.au or by contacting 
the AEFI office). 
 

Please list any other environmental organisations of which you are a member?  .................................................................................... 
 

Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...          Date…………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

How often ?   One off   Monthly   Yearly 

How much ?     $25        $50      $75       $100       $250       Other amount $...................................  
 

 
 

 

 Cheque/Money Order   (Please make cheque/money order payable to: Australian Ecosystems Foundation Inc) 

 Cash             Credit card       Direct Debit   

 

(Deposit to:  BSB 032-829  Acc No: 138411) 

  Credit Card Details:            Visa              Mastercard 

 Card No.        _/_/_/_/ _/_/_/_/ _/_/_/_/ _/_/_/_/                Expiry Date __/__ 

 Cardholder name____________________  Signature______________________ 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Approved for membership 

Date:  

Sig 1…………………………… 

Name:…………………………. 

Sig 2…………………………… 

Name:…………………………. 

 

35 Crane Rd  

Lithgow NSW 2790           

 Telephone: 02 6351 4515   

Fax: 02 6352 1133 

 info@ausecosystems.org.au 

www.ausecosystems.org.au 

Restoring and conserving Australian native ecosystems and biodiversity 

                ABN: 62 078 470 457   INC 9877 859  

2. Please indicate your membership preference 

3. Would you like to make a donation? 

4. How would you like to pay for your membership/donation? 

1. Contact details 

mailto:info@ausecosystems.org.au



