
 

 

Greetings fellow wildlife conservationists. Welcome to our Summer 2014/15 newsletter. I hope everyone 
has a warm and friendly Christmas and a happy and safe new year. This has been a year of growth for 
AEFI mainly in the area of our volunteer program. Over the last 12 years we have relied on our American 
and international students to achieve all our tree plantings, fence construction, weed control and grant 
project work but with the global financial crisis no international students have had the funds to travel to 
Australia for their summer break. The organisation who ran these volunteering trips (ISV) has now 
stopped operations to Australia. Such a same. This situation has made AEFI plan an increase in the local 
volunteer program. AEFI now have support a local indigenous work program which includes an educa-
tional component of Certificate 3 TAFE training  in a number of skills including chainsaw use, weed identi-
fication  and control, native plant identification and welding and steel fabrication. Not only has this program 
trained our local youth but it has also enabled AEFI to construct our new boundary gates on the Newnes 
Plateau conservation reserve and to service our conservation grant with the local water catchment author-
ity. What a great community and conservation outcome, good work Shaun.   

AEFI have also had another group of 20+ volunteers who help Secret Creek with feeding, cleaning and 
caring for the endangered wildlife at the sanctuary, a BIG thankyou goes out to them. Without their great 
support and dedication of time, we wouldn’t have been so successful with the breeding of all the Blue 
Mountains species that are living safe from foxes and cats at Secret Creek Sanctuary. If anyone would 
like to volunteer to work with endangered species please call Elizabeth on Fridays on 02 63514515 or if 
you cannot volunteer your time please consider a Christmas donation to help with the feeding costs of our 
endangered Eastern Quolls, Spotted tailed Quolls  and Dingoes.  

Wishing everyone a safe festive period  

All the best Trevor   
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 An amazing find in Lithgow 

.  

On 27 November Trevor received a call to say a koala had been found on the outskirts of Lithgow. The 
location was a distance from known populations of koalas so suspicion was immediately raised. The ani-
mal was a juvenile and appeared quite docile, allowing the finder to hold it close without any opposition or 
aggression. After delivery to Secret Creek Sanctuary the next morning, the koala went into the care of 
Warren and Donna, wildlife carers and volunteers at SCS, for 
the night. Eventually the animal was relocated to Featherdale 
Wildlife Park where it had veterinary check ups and will remain 
there until the koala’s place of origin is confirmed. 

Most koalas in captivity, or that have been in care, are micro-
chipped but Fred (his adopted name) wasn’t, another indica-
tion that perhaps the animal was being held illegally for some 
time. At this stage the origin of Fred is unknown. The Dept 
Heritage and Environment are conducting DNA testing to try 
and determine which population he originates from and inter-
viewing the people that found him. As Fred appeared to be 
quite used to humans and being handled it is unlikely that he 
will be returned to the wild. Hopefully Fred will return to Secret 
Creek Sanctuary one day when appropriate approvals have 
been received.  



Meet our  PhD candidate Eloïse C. Déaux 

For some time now we have had visits from Eloïse to listen and record our dingo howls and other noises they make 
during feeding, walking and other activities . We have found the dingoes are most vocal during their early morning 
walks around our feral proof fence with our volunteers. On her last visit mid December Eloïse has video recorded 
dingoes visual responses to different images on a big screen. AEFI help students out with accommodation onsite 
and great support work by volunteer Angel Newcombe. The following info is supplied by Eloïse.  

PhD Research: Canid acoustic and visual communication 

Canids are fascinating in that they have complex communication systems that facilitate interactions between many 
different individuals. I am particularly interested in 1) the howl and bark-howl vocalisations and 2) the visual signals 
(e.g. body posture) and vocalisations (growls and barks) produced during aggressive interactions. I use a variety of 
approaches such as controlled experiments (here at Secret Creek Reserve) and more observational field-based 
techniques to try and understand the ‘functions’ of these signals. In other words, what information do these signals 
carry, how is the structure of these signals best ‘designed’ to convey that informa-
tion and how do receiving conspecifics assess and respond to these signals. Over-
all, with this project I aim to provide a better understanding of canids’ acoustic and 
visual communication systems, which will help informing welfare and conservation 
initiatives. 

Animal Communication and Conservation Lab 

Department of Biological Sciences 

Macquarie University, Sydney. 

Australian Ecosystems Foundation Conservation Reserves 

Page 2 www.ausecosystems.org.au Summer 2014/15 Issue 25 

Australian Ecosystems Foundation Inc. (AEFI) owns and manages land around Secret Creek 
Sanctuary that was impacted by the fire originating from our neighbour the Department of 
Defence. AEFI has been working on some significant projects over this land including devel-
opment of a new enlarged feral proof fenced enclosure to undertake pre-release wild breed-

ing of Eastern Quolls, survey and monitoring of potential Southern Brown  
Bandicoot population, koala population and developing our Biobanking plans. 

The AEFI Aboriginal Ranger Team has been working on various projects and 
training to support the management of the Foundation’s lands. To gain important 
skills the team recently undertook some pile burns around site. Next year the team 
will undertake the Aboriginal Cultural Burning Course to further develop their skills 
in this area. 

Given the environmental significance in the local region of the land that AEFI owns 
and manages, AEFI is working on developing a fire plan for the site. It is intended 
to involve our Aboriginal Ranger Team and Local Aboriginal Community to de-
velop an Aboriginal Cultural Burn plan. This plan will allow better management of 
the AEFI lands and gain better engagement of Aboriginal People in the local Area 
in Caring for Country with the overall plan to improving wildlife habitat. 

The initial meeting with the Local Rural Fire Service has been positive with 
AEFI initially undertaking more specific burnt area mapping, vegetation map-
ping, Aboriginal Site Survey and about to commence fauna surveys of the site. 
The map shows what areas of AEFI land that were burnt during the State Mine 
Fire last year, and with some more concerted effort, we should have a very de-
tailed map of burnt area and fire intensities early next year. This then coupled 
with the more detailed vegetation, fauna and Aboriginal site surveying should 
put us in a good place to commence developing a strategy to better manage 
fire on our lands. 

We are seeking some support to acquire equipment to undertake this work, 
including the purchase of Trimble Junos which are hand held computers to as-
sist the Aboriginal Ranger Team undertake the survey and monitoring, more 
fauna survey equipment including Elliot traps, cage traps and remote cameras. 
If you would like to be involved in the survey work or wish to donate to help 
acquire the equipment we  need please email or call Shaun at the office.  

 

http://www.ausecosystems.org.au


Snow storm affects AEFI projects  

 Creek Grant work continues 

Volunteer profile—Melissa Bell 
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Work is progressing on weed eradication in the unnamed creek that is outside, but close to the AEFI Newnes Pla-
teau Conservation Reserve (the area is privately owned). The TAFE trained crews are removing willows, blackberry, 
broom and other noxious weeds. GIS weed mapping has been completed. This mapping show the location of single 
large plants eg willows and groups of other plants eg blackberries and helps the team locate and plan their activities. 
The crews are starting at the top of the catchment and are working their way down. As work is done then all work is 
plotted on the GIS system, then a map can be printed. At any time it is possible to see which plants and areas have 
been targeted and what work has yet to be completed. As this is a riparian zone, it is a sensitive area and our crews 
take the upmost care not to harm or have impact on native species or their habitat. The techniques used to eradicate 
the weeds are cut and paste for smaller shrubs, and drill and injection of large trees. Invertebrate friendly approved 
chemicals are used.  

Work is expected to continue on this project for two years, with further funding to be received into our second year of 
activities. The GIS mapping system is great technology for this type of project. 

 

On the night of 14 October 2014 the heavens opened 
over Lithgow and surrounding areas. At first it was 
rain which quickly turned to snow! This continued 
throughout the night. It was reportedly the heaviest 
snow since the 1970’s, up to 20cm thick in some 
places. At Secret Creek Sanctuary we estimate it was 
20-30cm deep in the valley floor. Our yet to be com-
pleted aviary for endangered Blue Mountains’ birds 
was estimated to have had 75 tonnes of snow on it. 
As it was under construction and did not yet have all 
its supports in place, it’s no surprise that it collapsed 
under that massive weight. We are now starting again 
from scratch.   

Donations to support the rebuild can be made on our  
AEFI web site ... just follow the prompts.  

 

Melissa has been studying a Captive Animals Course at TAFE 
and as part of her Course requirements, volunteers at SCS 
one day per week. She helps care for the resident animals, 
feeding and ensuring the animals have adequate water and a 
clean place to live. 

Melissa says it’s an amazing experience working with endan-
gered animals. On top of that it’s a rare experience as most 
students only get to work with kangaroos, birds, possums, or 
wombats, animals that aren’t endangered, and are in zoos or 
confined sanctuaries. Some of the animals at SCS can only be 
seen in a few other sanctuaries. “The opportunity, so close to 
home, of being involved with the conservation of our wildlife, is 
too good to miss.” “I get to do something for an animal that 
they can’t do for themselves, helping an endangered animal 
that could be extinct. There’s a sense of achievement, happi-
ness, and a feeling of worth or value, that I’ve done something 
good.” 

“Stop Press” 

Melissa has now completed her Cert III TAFE course but she 

still volunteers at AEFI every Sunday. Congratulations Melissa! 

http://www.ausecosystems.org.au


Page 4 Summer 2014/15 Issue 25 

Thank You To These Sponsors For Their Valuable Support 

www.ausecosystems.org.au 

Thank you to all our loyal members and supporters for attending the  
11th AGM of Australian Ecosystem Foundation Inc on the 7th of 
September 2014. The follow members were elected to our board.     
Steve Nott (President), Dr Jim Shields (Vice President), Lauren 
Evans (Treasurer), Trevor Evans (Secretary), Rob Brewster, Bob 
Sutor, Julie Evans, Ben Britton, Joel Little, plus Lithgow Native 
Nursery and Featherdale Wildlife Sanctuary. Appreciation and 
thanks go out to other long term board members who have now 
retired Christopher Chapman and Dr Don Stammer. Both were 
founding members and instrumental in AEFIs success. Don was 
our first life member.   

 Become a member and Help us save Endangered babies  

 

 The AEFI Board  

Blackheath 
Vegie Patch 

Apollo Fruit Supplies 

Sydney Markets 

F Rogers Fruit Supplies 

Stuart Dickson 

Produce 

Secret Creek Sanctuary night tours 

Ever wondered what is lurking in the dark? AEFI will soon be 
offering “Secret Creek in the dark” night tours. You will discover 
the night life of the Australian bush on this 1.5 hour spotlight 
walk through Secret Creek Sanctuary, and have the opportunity 
to meet the wildlife that is native to the Blue Mountains region. 
Billy tea, and damper with native plant jams, will be served 
around a campfire while our Aboriginal guide tells the local sto-
ries of the wildlife you will see on the walk. 

 

All memberships are due for renewal this month for the period July 

2014/June 2015.   

Single $20 

Family $40 

Silver $150—silver members receive an extra gift (T-shirt, pen or 

bamboo shopping bag tote) 

Gold $500—gold members receive the above plus the opportunity to 

walk the pure bred dingoes at Secret Creek Sanctuary. 

Platinum $1000—platinum members are entitled to an animal experi-

ence for two people at Secret Creek Sanctuary which includes 

meeting & feeding the animals as well as the dingo walk, photos of 

your experience & lunch and afternoon tea at Secret Creek Café & 

Restaurant.  

Memberships can be renewed on the form found in this newsletter or 

online at www.ausecosystems.org.au     

We look forward to your continued support. 

 

 Follow this link to  

RENEW MEMBERSHIP 

NOW  

http://www.ausecosystems.org.au
http://www.ausecosystems.org.au/AEFI_membership.html
http://www.ausecosystems.org.au/AEFI_membership.html
http://www.ausecosystems.org.au/AEFI_membership.htmlC:/Users/Aust%20Eco%20Systems/Documents/Admin


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 

Name:  ………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………….. …………………………………………………………………. 

Town/Suburb: …………………………………………………………....................  State: …………………………………..  Postcode: ……………………………….. 

Email address : …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...……   Phone ………………………………..………….. 

I prefer to receive correspondence by:                    Email                 Post 

 

 

   New  (New members will receive an information pack)              Renewal       

  Individual $20            Family $40   Silver $150            Gold  $500          Platinum $1000 

 

I…………………………………………………………………………………………  of the above address hereby apply to become a member of the 
Australian Ecosystems Foundation Incorporated (subject to approval) and acknowledge that I am aware of, and support the 
AEFI Mission, Strategy, Philosophy and Methodology (available on our website www.ausecosystems.org.au or by contacting 
the AEFI office). 
 

Please list any other environmental organisations of which you are a member?  .................................................................................... 
 

Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...          Date…………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

How often ?   One off   Monthly   Yearly 

How much ?     $25        $50      $75       $100       $250       Other amount $...................................  
 

 
 

 

 Cheque/Money Order   (Please make cheque/money order payable to: Australian Ecosystems Foundation Inc) 

 Cash             Credit card       Direct Debit   

 

(Deposit to:  BSB 032-829  Acc No: 138411) 

  Credit Card Details:            Visa              Mastercard 

 Card No.        _/_/_/_/ _/_/_/_/ _/_/_/_/ _/_/_/_/                Expiry Date __/__ 

 Cardholder name____________________  Signature______________________ 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Approved for membership 

Date:  

Sig 1…………………………… 

Name:…………………………. 

Sig 2…………………………… 

Name:…………………………. 

 

35 Crane Rd  

Lithgow NSW 2790           

 Telephone: 02 6351 4515   

Fax: 02 6352 1133 

 info@ausecosystems.org.au 

www.ausecosystems.org.au 

Restoring and conserving Australian native ecosystems and biodiversity 

                ABN: 62 078 470 457   INC 9877 859  

2. Please indicate your membership preference 

3. Would you like to make a donation? 

4. How would you like to pay for your membership/donation? 

1. Contact details 

mailto:info@ausecosystems.org.au



